
 
 

Historic Preservation Commission 

Meeting Agenda 
 

Monday, March 4, 2024 - 1:00 PM 
 

City Offices (Building 18, Legacy Plaza) - Large Conference Room 
403 W 4th St N, Suite 501 

Newton, IA 50208 
  
 
 
I.  Roll Call 
    
II.  Review of Minutes of Previous Meeting: 2-5-2024 
    
III.  Certification of Iowa Open Meetings Law 
    
IV.  Items from City Staff 
    
  1.  CLG Annual Report- Submitted 
      
  2.  State of Iowa Mobile Museum 
      
  3.  Smithsonian Institute Traveling Exhibit 
      
V.  Items from Commissioners 
    
VI.  Items from Citizens 
    
VII.  Communications from the State Historic Preservation Office, IEDA, and/or the Department of 

Cultural Affairs 
    
VIII.  Adjourn 
    

 
 
 

Chair: Larry Hurto; Members: Tanya Michener, Rita Reinheimer, Toni Peska, Kelly Bennett 



Meeting Minutes

NEWTON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Community Development/Community Services/Public Works

Large Conference Room
303 West 4th Street North, 5th Floor

Newton, IA 50208

Date: February 5. 2024

Time: 1:03 pm

Meeting called to order by: Larry Hurto

ROLL CALL 

Board Members Present: Hurto, Reinheimer, Peska, Bennett

Board Members Absent: Michener

Staff and Others Present: Erin Chambers, Community Development Director
Erin Yeager, Newton Main Street Executive Director
Randy Ervin, Council Member
Mark Hallam, Council Member

Mr. Kelly Bennett introduced himself after roll call.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, Chair Larry Hurto questioned if there was anyone 
present that may require special assistance in being able to participate in this public meeting. There was 
no response.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Motioned by Peska; seconded by Bennett. Approved 4-0.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motioned by Reinheimer; seconded by Peska. Approved 4-0.

CERTIFICATION OF IOWA OPEN MEETINGS LAW 
Chambers confirmed compliance.

ITEMS FROM CITY STAFF
Chambers. 

• Announced Hurto will conduct presentation on the Certified Local Government Annual Report at 

the February 19, City Council Meeting. Chambers reviewed answers on questions for the CLG 

Annual Report and asked for feedback.

• Gave update on the status of the demolition of 209 W 2nd St N.

ITEMS FROM COMMISSION
Reinheimer. Welcomed Bennett.
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Hurto. 
• Reported on how Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War contacted the Newton Union Cemetery 

Superintendent concerning an unmarked veteran grave that they would like to mark. The veteran 

is Albert T. Dow (1844-1917) who served with the Co. B, 2nd Iowa Volunteer Infantry. He is buried 

in Section 11, Lot 54 Block 13, between his wife and son. Cemetery Superintendent agreed. 

Hurto contacted the SUVCW to offer his assistance. 

• Reported that Michener was told that “Spark! Places of Innovation” exhibit will not be coming to 

Newton. The State of Iowa offered the possibility of the mobile museum “History on the Move: 

Civics in Action.” Must let contact know by Friday, February 16. Another option would be a 

speaker series between June 1, 2024 and June 30, 2025.

ITEMS FROM CITIZENS 
Yeager. 

• Reported on issues at the former County Annex Building relating to the challenges of out-of-state 

ownership. It was reported that the building does not have utilities; had a sprinkler water line 

break after the cold weather which resulted in flooding in January 2024. It will be for auction in 

March 2024. The board discussed the building being on Endangered Property Listing. 

• Reported that the former Salvation Army Building is being sold to a local buyer. 

• Yeager is working on several applications for grants and Main Street award submittals and is 

planning a progressive dinner.

• Reported that it’s been 10 years of Newton Main Street.

Hallam. Reported that during the campaign he received a comment on how great Newton is doing 
preserving its history.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE AND/OR DEPT OF 
CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
Noted the materials included in the packet.  See also notes from Hurto under “Items from Commission.”

ADJOURNMENT
Motioned by Peska; seconded by Reinheimer. Approved 4-0 at 2:18pm.
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