
 
 

Historic Preservation Commission 

Meeting Agenda 
 

Monday, April 1, 2024 - 1:00 PM 
 

City Offices (Building 18, Legacy Plaza) - Large Conference Room 
403 W 4th St N, Suite 501 

Newton, IA 50208 
  
 
 
I.  Roll Call 
    
II.  Review of Minutes of Previous Meeting: 3-4-2024 
    
III.  Certification of Iowa Open Meetings Law 
    
IV.  Items from City Staff 
    
  1.  State of Iowa Mobile Museum 
      
  2.  Smithsonian Institute Traveling Exhibit 
      
V.  Items from Commissioners 
    
VI.  Items from Citizens 
    
VII.  Communications from the State Historic Preservation Office, IEDA, the Department of 

Cultural Affairs, or other entity with information relating to historic preservation 
    
VIII.  Adjourn 
    

 
 
 

Chair: Larry Hurto; Members: Tanya Michener, Rita Reinheimer, Toni Peska, Kelly Bennett 



Meeting Minutes

NEWTON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Community Development/Community Services/Public Works

Large Conference Room
303 West 4th Street North, 5th Floor

Newton, IA 50208

Date: March 4. 2024

Time: 1:00 pm

Meeting called to order by: Larry Hurto, Chair

ROLL CALL 

Board Members Present: Hurto, Reinheimer, Bennett

Board Members Absent: Michener, Peska

Staff and Others Present: Craig Armstrong, Development Specialist
Randy Ervin, Council Member

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, Chair Larry Hurto questioned if there was anyone 
present that may require special assistance in being able to participate in this public meeting. There was 
no response.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motioned by Reinheimer; seconded by Bennett. Approved 3-0.

CERTIFICATION OF IOWA OPEN MEETINGS LAW 
Armstrong confirmed compliance.

ITEMS FROM CITY STAFF
Armstrong. 

• CLG Annual Report has been submitted to the state, following Hurto’s presentation to City Council 

on Feb. 19 and ahead of the Feb. 29 deadline. Councilperson Ervin would like a digital copy of the 

CLG Annual Report.

• The State of Iowa Mobile Museum is being rebuilt and scheduled for completion on June 1.  Newton 

is on the schedule to have the mobile museum for Newton Fest on June 7-8.  Hurto suggested that 

either Maytag Park or Legacy Plaza would be good sites for the mobile museum, with Ervin 

reminding the commissioners that the annual All-Class Reunion would take place at Legacy Plaza 

on June 7.  Hurto added that hours of staffing would need to be specified.

• Smithsonian Institute Traveling Exhibit . . . as of the Feb. 9 email exchange with Associate Director 

for Museum on Main Street & Community Engagement, Carol Harsh, and Community Development 

Director, Erin Chambers, they were looking into preparing a virtual meeting/information session 
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about the program for interested communities.  Hurto stated that the State Historical Society made 

arrangements to have the exhibit brought to Iowa, but is not certain if the additional costs are to be 

borne by the cities where the exhibit is displayed.  Hurto requested that more information be 

provided by the next HPC meeting.

ITEMS FROM COMMISSIONERS
Reinheimer. 

• While reviewing a “History 101” State Historical Society lecture program, “Quilts of the New Deal”, 

Reinheimer discovered the work of a nationally renowned Farm Services Association (FSA) 

photographer, John Vachon. She was certain she had seen his work previously in historic photos 

of downtown Newton.  When she checked online, she discovered that Mr. Vachon had taken 

several photos of downtown Newton buildings in the late 1930’s, which were published on Jan. 1, 

1940 and are currently on the Library of Congress website.  (Examples of Vachon’s photos are 

included as attachments to these Minutes).

• Reinheimer works with the Genealogy Library, attempting to place the year with the month and day 

dates on incomplete obituaries.  One of the more interesting examples was that of Dr. Anna Joy, 

who practiced dentistry early in the 20th century in the building that was later home to Dr. Brun’s 

dental office at 112 1st Avenue E.  Her husband was also a dentist, but practiced only for a short 

time in that office due to severe arthritis.  Dr. Joy’s information was located on the “Find-A-Grave” 

website and a photo of her working on a patient is attached to these Minutes.

• Reinheimer read about a 2-foot in diameter granite ball on a granite pedestal in a Harrisonville, 

Missouri cemetery revealed that the ball had turned 1/64 of a revolution since placement.  Further 

research about this phenomenon turned up a 1917 article in the Newton Record that two 

gravestones in Newton Union Cemetery had 500 lb. granite balls that had revolved 6 degrees and 

13 degrees respectively.  Interesting cemetery footnote:  According to the article, the sexton of the 

cemetery (D.H. Kuhn) alleged that 35 more people were buried in Newton Union Cemetery (5,200) 

than were actually living in Newton at the time. 

• Upon Reinheimer’s request, Councilperson Ervin updated the status of the former “Apples of Gold” 

building demolition project, indicating that further legal challenges would need to be resolved prior 

to proceeding with taking down the building.

Hurto. 
• On February 19, Hurto gave HPC’s annual report to the Newton City Council.  Councilperson 

Hallam publicly commended HPC and Hurto received other “thumbs ups” from members of the 

audience.

• On February 22nd, KCCI Reporter Marcus McIntosh filed a report on owner Sam Summers’ $15 

million renovation of the Val Air, an iconic West Des Moines ballroom and concert hall since the 

1930’s. https://www.kcci.com/article/val-air-ballroom-west-des-moines-renovation-live-music-

concerts/46903368. Three days later, the ballroom reopened to the public, and a local musician set 

https://www.kcci.com/article/val-air-ballroom-west-des-moines-renovation-live-music-concerts/46903368
https://www.kcci.com/article/val-air-ballroom-west-des-moines-renovation-live-music-concerts/46903368
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a new world record there for playing his guitar through the most amplifiers (81) simultaneously. 

Herewith is KCCI Reporter Ophelie Jacobson’s report: https://www.kcci.com/article/val-air-

ballroom-reopening-guinness-world-record-bassist-amps-jon-

locker/46962384#:~:text=DES%20MOINES%2C%20Iowa%E2%80%94-

,A%20local%20bassist%20is%20now%20the%20world%20record%20holder%20for,on%20his%

20guitar%20Sunday%20aftermppm. 

• The day after the Val Air reopening (February 26), a fire damaged the historic Dexfield Diner & Pub 

in Redfield, in Dallas County.  The restaurant is located in the city’s 1901 Odd Fellows Hall building.  

KCCI’s Todd Magel was there.  https://www.kcci.com/article/dexfield-diner-and-pub-fire-redfield-

iowa-dallas-county-fire/46975683. 

• Newton Public Works Director Joe Grife emailed Hurto on Thursday reminding him that the City is 

preparing to reconstruct W 4th Street S this spring and summer.  He had heard Hurto speak about 

old cast iron street signs build into the curbs before 1911. (Residents traveled on horseback or in 

horse-drawn conveyances in those days and so would have to look down to see where the were.)  

Joe wondered if there is still one on what was formerly Race Street.  Hurto told him he didn’t know, 

that the only one he knew of that may still be extant was for South Street in the 300 block of S 3rd 

Avenue W (and that was 40 years ago!).  Joe replied that he’d let Hurto know if they locate any.  

See Jasper County Writers, Inc., Heritage Tour of Jasper County, Vol. II (Newton, IA:  News Printing 

Company, Publishers, 1982), p. 118, for examples of the signs in the collections of the Jasper 

County Historical Society including two made of aluminum.  Those were probably used as patterns 

by the Skow Foundry to make the molds into which the molten iron was poured to make the street 

signs.  Seven examples can be seen on display on the upper level of the Jasper County Historical 

Museum.

ITEMS FROM CITIZENS 
No Reports.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE AND/OR DEPT OF 
CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
No Reports.

ADJOURNMENT
Motioned by Bennett; seconded by Reinheimer. Approved 3-0 at 1:57 pm.

https://www.kcci.com/article/val-air-ballroom-reopening-guinness-world-record-bassist-amps-jon-locker/46962384#:~:text=DES%20MOINES%2C%20Iowa%E2%80%94-,A%20local%20bassist%20is%20now%20the%20world%20record%20holder%20for,on%20his%20guitar%20Sunday%20aftermppm
https://www.kcci.com/article/val-air-ballroom-reopening-guinness-world-record-bassist-amps-jon-locker/46962384#:~:text=DES%20MOINES%2C%20Iowa%E2%80%94-,A%20local%20bassist%20is%20now%20the%20world%20record%20holder%20for,on%20his%20guitar%20Sunday%20aftermppm
https://www.kcci.com/article/val-air-ballroom-reopening-guinness-world-record-bassist-amps-jon-locker/46962384#:~:text=DES%20MOINES%2C%20Iowa%E2%80%94-,A%20local%20bassist%20is%20now%20the%20world%20record%20holder%20for,on%20his%20guitar%20Sunday%20aftermppm
https://www.kcci.com/article/val-air-ballroom-reopening-guinness-world-record-bassist-amps-jon-locker/46962384#:~:text=DES%20MOINES%2C%20Iowa%E2%80%94-,A%20local%20bassist%20is%20now%20the%20world%20record%20holder%20for,on%20his%20guitar%20Sunday%20aftermppm
https://www.kcci.com/article/val-air-ballroom-reopening-guinness-world-record-bassist-amps-jon-locker/46962384#:~:text=DES%20MOINES%2C%20Iowa%E2%80%94-,A%20local%20bassist%20is%20now%20the%20world%20record%20holder%20for,on%20his%20guitar%20Sunday%20aftermppm
https://www.kcci.com/article/dexfield-diner-and-pub-fire-redfield-iowa-dallas-county-fire/46975683
https://www.kcci.com/article/dexfield-diner-and-pub-fire-redfield-iowa-dallas-county-fire/46975683
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