
 
 

Historic Preservation Commission 

Meeting Agenda 
 

Monday, June 3, 2024 - 1:00 PM 
 

City Offices (Building 18, Legacy Plaza) - Large Conference Room 
403 W 4th St N, Suite 501 

Newton, IA 50208 
  
 
 
I.  Roll Call 
    
II.  Review of Minutes of Previous Meeting: May 6, 2024 
    
III.  Certification of Iowa Open Meetings Law 
    
IV.  Items from City Staff 
    
  1.  State of Iowa Mobile Museum 
      
  2.  Smithsonian Institute Traveling Exhibit 
      
  3.  Downtown Historic District Design Guidelines 
      
V.  Items from Commissioners 
    
VI.  Items from Citizens 
    
VII.  Communications from the State Historic Preservation Office, IEDA, the Department of 

Cultural Affairs, or other entity with information relating to historic preservation 
    
VIII.  Adjourn 
    

 
 
 

Chair: Larry Hurto; Members: Tanya Michener, Rita Reinheimer, Toni Peska, Kelly Bennett 



Meeting Minutes

NEWTON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Community Development/Community Services/Public Works

Large Conference Room
303 West 4th Street North, Suite 501

Newton, IA 50208

Date: May 6, 2024

Time:  1:02pm

Meeting called to order by: Chair Hurto

ROLL CALL 

Board Members Present: Hurto, Reinheimer, Peska, 

Staff and Others Present: Erin Chambers, Community Development Director
Randy Ervin, City Council Member

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, Chair Larry Hurto questioned if there was anyone 
present that may require special assistance in being able to participate in this public meeting. There was 
no response.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motioned by Reinheimer; 2nd by Peska. Approved, 3-0, with the following corrections: Under Items from 
the Commissioners, the spelling of “Bennett”

CERTIFICATION OF IOWA OPEN MEETINGS LAW 
Chambers confirms.

ITEMS FROM CITY STAFF

1. State Of Iowa Mobile Museum:  Discussion on location options.  Preferred date is July 18th open 

before the summer concert series performance.  Motioned by Reinheimer, seconded by Peska to 

request the museum for July 18th, with a second choice date of August 1st.  Approved 3-0.

2. Smithsonian Institute Traveling Exhibit:  Chambers gave an update.  Looks to be in Newton in 

late 2024.  A location will have to be finalized.

ITEMS FROM COMMISSIONERS
Reinheimer. Asked the commission if they recalled the color of the United Way Building in the 1960s.  
There was discussion about it being possibly painted or having a yellowish brick surface.

Peska.  Asked abou the preliminary promotion of the Smithsonian Institute Traveling Exhibit.  Noted that 
the First Presbyterian Building is celebrating 100 years.  Asked for an update on 209 West 2nd Street 
South, which Chambers provided. 

Hurto. Reported the following:
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1. Reported on correspondence with Jake Christensen, Christensen Development, of the 
housing/hotel project at former Maytag Headquarters/Plant I.  The two are planning to meet on 
May 22nd. 

2. Reported on his participation along with Rev. Canon Kathleen Milligan on the “Proud to Know 
Newton” show on April 4th.

3. Reported on meeting with YMCA CEO Lucas Hughes on April 9th at the Jasper County Historical 
Museum to look over YMCA history.

4. Reported on his presentation for the Brown Bag Lunch on April 10th titled “The Stagecoach Era in 
Jasper County”

5. Reported on a conversation with Council Member at Large Joel Mills regarding the 
superintendent’s residence at Fred Maytag Park.

6. Reported on the Friday, April 26th Downtown Dreams event hosted by Newton Main Street.

7. Reported on photographic mural and equipment found by Bonnie Terpstra in the upstairs of the 
Farmer’s Wife Building.

8. Noted the ownership/status changes of 527 1st Avenue West.

ITEMS FROM CITIZENS 
Ervin. None.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE AND/OR DEPT OF 
CULTURAL AFFAIRS.  Hurto noted the information provided as an attachment to the packet.  Chambers 
noted in addition, the City has received a communication that IEDA has provided regarding the award of 
Historic Tax Credits to 118 North 2nd Avenue East in the amount of $979,478.

ADJOURNMENT
Motioned by Reinheimer, 2nd by Peska, Approved 3.0.  2:10 PM
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