
 
 

Historic Preservation Commission 

Meeting Agenda 
 

Monday, July 1, 2024 - 1:00 PM 
 

City Offices (Building 18, Legacy Plaza) - Large Conference Room 
403 W 4th St N, Suite 501 

Newton, IA 50208 
  
 
 
I.  Roll Call 
    
II.  Review of Minutes of Previous Meeting: 06/03/2024 
    
III.  Certification of Iowa Open Meetings Law 
    
IV.  Items from City Staff 
    
  1.  State of Iowa Mobile Museum 
      
  2.  Smithsonian Institute Traveling Exhibit 
      
V.  Item from Commissioners 
    
VI.  Items from Citizens 
    
VII.  Communications from the State Historic Preservation Office, IEDA, the Department of 

Cultural Affairs, or other entity with information relating to historic preservation 
    
VIII.  Adjourn 
    

 
 
 

Chair: Larry Hurto; Members: Tanya Michener, Rita Reinheimer, Toni Peska, Kelly Bennett 



Meeting Minutes

NEWTON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Community Development/Community Services/Public Works

Large Conference Room
303 West 4th Street North, Suite 501

Newton, IA 50208

Date: June 6, 2024

Time:  1:00pm

Meeting called to order by: Chair Hurto

ROLL CALL 

Board Members Present: Hurto, Michener, Reinheimer, Bennett 

Staff and Others Present: Erin Chambers, Community Development Director
Erin Yeager – Newton Main Street

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, Chair Larry Hurto questioned if there was anyone 
present that may require special assistance in being able to participate in this public meeting. There was 
no response.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motioned by Reinheimer; 2nd by Peska. Bennett, 4-0

CERTIFICATION OF IOWA OPEN MEETINGS LAW 
Chambers confirms.

ITEMS FROM CITY STAFF

1. State Of Iowa Mobile Museum:  Chambers gave update
2. Smithsonian Institute Traveling Exhibit:  Chambers gave an update.

ITEMS FROM COMMISSIONERS
Michener – Was at the V.A. office. She had found that they had Confederate grave markers in Jasper 
County. Reinheimer to provide paperwork to V.A. to get marker for Conf. Grant in Lynnville.

Reinheimer. Noted many buildings have historic photos on display and made her think of all the progress 
the commission has done for Newton history.

Bennett – Asked about Bunkeray Flags

Hurto. Reported the following:
1. Reported on correspondence on May 7th with Pat Beckham (Librarian of Jasper County 

Genealogical Society to identify Civil War veterans buried at Wittenburg Cemetery for Memorial 
Day services. 
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2. Reported on his meeting on May 7th along with Museum Director Lynner Whelan with Bonnie 
Terpstra owner of the ‘The Farmers wife’, her husband and son to look at the photographic mural 
(of Tyler studio employees processing film) from the Tyler Studio and some photographic 
equipment that she discovered in the upstairs of the building.

3. Discussed an email on May 16th forwarded by Museum director Whelan from a man interested in 
preserving a property for historic purposes a property. Whelan thinks the commission might pursue 
this. Hurto wonders if Mike Chapman might be more influential in making this happen.

4. Reported that he along with Mark Hallam on May 16th participated and won first place with 48 
points the Newton Trivia contest. 

5. Discussed an email conversation on May 18th with a citizen enquiring about the history of Church 
of Christ. Hurto will check building permits.

6. Reported on the May 22nd meeting with Jake Christensen, President of Christensen Development, 
of Des Moines, developer of the Housing/Hotel project at Legacy Plaza. Ther will be 50 apartments 
and rooms available for yearly lease with the first available this Fall. Hurto will be meeting 
Christensen at the Jasper County Historic Museum on June 7 to look at some old photos.

7. Reported on an email enquiring about a burial in the Catholic Cemetery. Sent her information on 
May 28th.

8. Reported that an employee of the PJs Deli told Hurto that Cara Muta the owner is interested in 
placing some old Newton photos in their extended meeting room. Hurto agreed to go to the museum 
with Cara and look for pictures she like.

9. Mentioned that the “For Sale” sign in front of William and Henrietta Scheark House at 420 1st Ave, 
W. formerly owned by Carrie Atkinson is no longer there.

ITEMS FROM CITIZENS 
Erin Yeager – Provided updates on National Main St. Conference and the 4th of July parade, Reported on 
new intern Ella.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE AND/OR DEPT OF 
CULTURAL AFFAIRS. 

ADJOURNMENT
Motioned by Bennett, 2nd by Rita, Approved 3.0.  1:53 PM
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