Minutes of Meeting
Historic Preservation Commission
Via Electronic Means
Zoom and City Website

April 5, 2021
ROLL CALL:	
Board members present:	Hurto, Reinheimer, Niskin, Michener 
Board members absent:		
Staff  Present:		              Erin Chambers, Director of Community Development
				
Others:	Matt Muckler, City Administrator
	Erin Yeager, Newton Main Street
	
Chair Hurto called the meeting to order at 1:01 PM. 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, Chair Larry Hurto questioned if there was anyone present that may require special assistance in being able to participate in this public meeting. There was no response.
Approval of the Agenda. Motion by Michener, seconded by Niskin to approve the agenda for the current meeting.  Voice Vote:  4-0, approved.
Certification of Iowa Open Meetings Law: Chambers confirms.   
Approval of the Previous Meeting of March 2021. Minutes of previous meeting were reviewed and approved with corrections.  Motion by Reinheimer, seconded by Michener, Approved, 4-0.  
	Corrections: Page 2, under Individual Reports, Hurto, 3rd line “state” to “stated” 
Communications from State Historic Preservation Office. 
· 3/16/21 Email:  CLG Round Table
· 3/17/21 Email: Survey regarding Preserve Iowa Summit
· 3/17/21 Email: Fund Apportionment Survey
· 3/19/21 Email: Historic Preservation Fund 2020 Annual Report
· 3/25/21 Email:  Winneshiek County HPC, Ringgold County as newest CLG
· 3/26/21 Email:  Preservation Iowa Summit Going Virtual
· 4/1/21 Email:  Share experience and expertise with Muscatine Co.
· Chambers reported hard copy letter of the Commission’s good CLG standing.
Items from City Staff. 
a. HRDP Grant Application. Chambers reported that the report has been prepared by Jasper County and is planned to be submitted.
b. Coloring Books.  Staff reported coloring books have been sold.  There was discussion on 3rd printing and addition of historic names for the residential images.  Hurto plans to work on the names for the residential images.
Items from the Commission. 
a. Downtown/Residential Signage.  Hurto stated that he communicated with Linda Griffith at Madison County regarding signage and banners that they had prepared by Mark It Professionals, LLC for their district.   Hurto noted that this may be an economical approach to elevating the district’s status.  
Niskin stated that she believed in permanence and that the banners were more temporary.  She also stated that her idea was that this would be in different areas of the community needing recognition, not just downtown.  Niskin recommends a more long-term approach.  
The commission discussed banners, potential sign placement, and sign styles.  The Commission agreed that a good first step would be to come up with a design concept.
Reinheimer asked about project priorities and funding.
Individual Reports:
Michener.  Michener suggested that the utility wrap project bet sent to SHPO.  Michener also gave an update on the Downtown Plaque Project.
Reinheimer.  Reinheimer provided an update from the Newton Main Street Design Committee noting that the public benches in the downtown district have some damage.  There was a question about who owns the benches and if any touch up paint for the benches remains on hand.  Reinheimer asked if the members of the commission gathered as a group of friends for trivia night, if that would be a violation of open meetings law.  Consensus was that it was not, but noted that HPC business shouldn’t be discussed.
Niskin.  Niskin asked about the Jasper County Historical Society Newsletter which featured her home.   
Hurto.  Hurto noted an article about the Jasper County Annex Building.
Items from Citizens.   
Yeager.  Yeager, Newton Main Street, reported a test removal of the gray stucco on the former Jimmy Johns.  It was noted that Main Street now has a new tour/visitor map and a new website.  Yeager reported that the flower pots purchased for the downtown have arrived.
Muckler.  Muckler commented on the selling out of the coloring books.  Muckler also noted that he is feeling encouraged about all of the activity happening around the square.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Adjournment.  Motion by Michener to adjourn the meeting and seconded by Niskin.  Voice vote, approved 4-0.   Meeting was adjourned at 2:24 pm.
