
 
 

Downtown Grant Review Board 
Meeting Agenda 

 
Wednesday, March 11, 2026 - 12:00 PM 

 
City Offices (Building 18, Legacy Plaza) - Large Conference Room 

303 W 4th St N, Suite 501 
Newton, IA 50208 

  
 
 
I.  Roll Call 
    
II.  Review of Minutes of Previous Meeting: 7.9.2025 
    
III.  New Business 
    
  1.  122 N 2nd Ave W - Signage 
      
IV.  Adjourn 
    

 

ADA Compliance: The City of Newton is pleased to provide reasonable accommodations, in compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, for those individuals or groups who require assistance in being able to participate in the meeting. Please contact the 
Community Development Department at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting by calling 641-792-6622 to arrange for 
accommodations to be provided. 
 

Chair: Corinne Coyle; Members: Fred Chabot, Rita Reinheimer, Marilyn Terlouw, Colby Lawson, Tiffany Thomas, Wade Sheeler 



Minutes of Meeting 
Downtown Grant Review Board  

Community Development/Community Services/Public Works Large Conference Room 
303 West 4th Street North, Building 18, 

Suite 501 Newton, Iowa 50208 

July 9, 2025 
ROLL CALL: Board members present: Chabot, Coyle, Reinheimer, Terlouw, Lawson, Sheeler, 

Thomas  

                         Board members absent: None 

STAFF PRESENT: 
 

Erin Chambers, Community Development Director  
Nick Alexander, City Planner 

A quorum being present, the meeting was called to order at 12:00 PM by Chair Coyle.  

Minutes of the Previous Meeting.  Minutes of the previous meeting for May 7, 2025 were 
reviewed and approved by VV (7-0).  Motion by Chabot, Seconded by Terlouw. 

Downtown Improvement Grant:  

• 109 - 111 W 3rd St. N – Marilyn and Randy Terlouw, Applicant.  Staff reviewed the staff 
report, with Terlouw adding comments. Subject property is a contributing structure to 
the historic district. The applicant has proposed new windows, door, and lighting at 109 
– 111 W 3rd St. N.  

Windows - The Board had discussion regarding the grade, and appearance of the 
windows. Chabot noted that there is no mention in the Downtown Design Guidelines on 
muttons and the horizontal and vertical muttons would be okay. Reinheimer noted 
potential distorted view from inside with horizontal and vertical muttons.  Further 
discussion happened in regards to windows being fixed, no sashing, etc.  

Motion by Chabot, seconded by Sheeler to approve the Façade and Painting grant of $5,131.96, 
provided a 1:1 match is met by the applicants. As part of the approval both vertical & horizontal 
muttons/bars are approved by the board. Terlouw abstained from voting. Approved VV (6-0). 

• 105 W 2nd St. N – Stephanie Moran, Applicant. Staff reviewed the staff report. Subject 
property is a contributing structure to the historic district. The applicant had proposed a 
new awning, paint, and signage at 105 W 2nd St. N.  
 
This was a reconsideration of the previously awarded grant for an awning, signage and 
paint work in the amount of $2,648.28. This reconsideration was to approve a new 
amount of $3,002.75 because of circumstances outside of the applicant’s control. 
 



Motion by Terlouw, seconded by Lawson to approve additional funds to a maximum grant of 
$3,002.75 for the signage provided a 1:1 match is met by the applicants. Approved VV (7-0). 

Other Business: 

• Board wants to advise applicants to attend all meetings 

• Board wishes to have a way to do before and after pictures for the board and city 
council 

o Including after pictures as part of the application process 

• Staff to print the Design Guidelines booklet for Board members. 

Adjournment.  Meeting adjourned at 12:42 PM.  Motion by Reinheimer, seconded by Chabot.  
Approved VV (7-0) 

 



 

 

                   

Downtown Grant Review Board - Staff Report 
 
Location:  122 N 2nd Ave W 

Applicant:  Elyssa Niichel - Roots and Roosts 

Owner:   Julia Prendergast 

Program Area: Signage 

Current Use:  - 

 

 
Proposal:  Signage to support Roots and Roosts (Hair salon and store) 
 

 
Building Facade 

 
 
  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historic Images- 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 2026



 

 

 
Background: 
The subject property is located at the north side of the Newton city square in the historic 
downtown of Newton, IA in Jasper County.  The building is sited on a tight parcel of land near the 
northeast quadrant of the intersection of N. 2nd Ave. W. and W. 2nd St. N.  On street parking is 
located on the south side of the building and a public sidewalk provides access to the building on 
the south.  There is also a back door entrance on the alley on the property’s north side. 
 
Property Description.  The property is a two-story, brick building constructed on a brick 
foundation.  The building is rectangular in form, stretching 132 feet to the north from its 22-foot 
frontage on N. 2nd Ave.  The building today reflects a re-facing that occurred by 1957 that 
resulted in continuity of design and building materials with adjoining retail stores to the east and 
west.  The storefront has a single, recessed door in its center, with large display windows 
flanking it.  Three undersized windows are located on the second story facade.  These windows 
are of industrial steel frame and mullion construction and currently feature fixed, canvas awnings.  
Clay tile coping finishes the top of the parapet wall. 
 
Integrity Considerations.  The building retains a generally high level of historic integrity related 
specifically to a significant modernization movement of the mid-twentieth century, which 
drastically altered the building’s facade.  Because the façade alteration dates to 50-plus years 
ago, and because it reflects a significant period in the history of the community, the present 
façade is considered historic and its level of integrity as it relates to design, workmanship, and 
materials is high.  As it relates to integrity of location, setting, and association, the building also 
retains a high level of integrity. 
 
The subject building is considered a contributing resource to the Newton Downtown Historic 
District.  The building is eligible under Criterion A in association with the history of Newton 
commerce, significant in its ability to contribute to our understanding of the evolution of the 
business district and its impact on the economic success of the community of Newton.  
 
Past Grant Awards: This property received $17,000 in grants in 2018 under Façade, Signage 
and Awning programs. 
 
Analysis & Recommendation:   
 
Signage: New signage is being proposed for the business - Roots and Roosts.  
• The applicant is proposing new signage to the business at the building at 122 N 2nd Ave W 
•  The applicant is proposing the following sign -  

o Roots and Roosts storefront –192” by 22”. Sign consists of two ACM panels with a 
center seam. Digital print will be wrapped around the edges. 

 



 

 

 
Proposed Signage 

 
 

Proposed Projects 
Estimated 

Cost 
1:1 Match 
Amount 

Maximum 
Allowed 

Less previous 
Award 

Recommended 
Grant 

Sign $1063.84 $531.92 $750.00 $0.00 $531.92 
 
 
Staff recommends approval of the grant request of $531.92 to Elyssa Niichel. 
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