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Newton Park Board Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, October 20, 2021 – 6:15 pm

Council Chambers, City Hall
101 W 4th Street S
Newton, Iowa         

AGENDA                                                                                      

Americans with Disabilities Act Compliance: 
Is there anyone present that may require special assistance in being able to participate in this public meeting?

1) Call to order at 6:15 pm by Board Chair Humphrey
2) Americans with Disabilities Act Compliance statement read by Board Chair Humphrey
3) Roll Call – present: Humphrey, Caldwell, and Osby; absent – Heitman and Tipton
4) Certification of Iowa Open Meetings Law confirmed by Community Services Director Brian Laube
5) Citizen Participation or Comments:
a. Michelle Worthington of Newton presented a proposal to have the trail loop at Agnes Patterson Park plowed in the winter to allow for walkers to get outside over the winter, as there are not many other options to do so safely. She shared that there are several normal walkers that use this park, and it should be considered due to the following:
i. It’s mostly sunny area which will help keep snow & ice off trail.
ii. Arboretum parking lot is always plowed, so there is a place to park.
iii. It’s a circle loop which leaves one never too far from their car.
iv. It promotes a healthy lifestyle year around.
b. Some possible objections to overcome:
i. Do this as a one year pilot program in case other areas or parks complain that their trails are not cleared.
ii. Fall issues – Michelle stated that the trail is slippery in rainy periods too, and it’s never closed due to that.
iii. Staff would clear this after all their other snow removal responsibilities are done.
c. In closing, she asked that the board and staff consider this as a one-year pilot program. She also provided a handout to those present (see attached).
6) Review and approve minutes from September 15, 2021 meeting: Motion to approve by Caldwell, second by Osby – no discussion – approved by 3-0 vote.
7) Discussion and vote of support to allow alcohol sales at larger events in some City parks – Community Services Director Brian Laube first shared the following on this agenda item:
a. Currently alcohol consumption is allowed in City Parks (no kegs or glass bottles), but some parks may be restricted by the stipulations of donors. Although the sale of alcohol is prohibited in City parks, Westwood Golf Course does have a liquor license so this discussion does not apply to that park. He continued by saying that current rules may be lacking or vague in some areas on this topic.
b. Brian Laube continued by stating that in looking ahead on this topic:
i. Staff is not advocating for this rule change at this time, instead just starting the conversation on it following several inquiries. Some recommendations & thoughts staff has on this, if approved, are:
1. We should only allow alcohol sales in some larger parks for large events such as Newton Fest, Summer Concert Series events, Softball Leagues, RAGBRAI-type events, or other.
2. We should combine this process with the proposed mobile food vendor policy currently under consideration by the City.
ii. Brian Laube continued by explaining how this process should go:
1. Seek Park Board support of the concept to allow this only in large parks and only at certain larger events.
2. Should restrict it to allow beer only or maybe beer and wine. No hard liquor sales should be considered.
3. City Council approval would be needed, with the Police Department being involved with any proposed code language or regulations allowing this.
4. Staff envisions a permit and application process with a fee.
5. Staff does not intend to seek a new liquor license for this, nor use the existing license at Westwood. Instead, sales at these events would be led by outside groups or businesses using their own liquor licenses.
6. Staff does not ever intend to allow any alcohol inside the pool fence.
c. Prior to discussion, a motion to support allowing alcohol sales at larger events in some City parks was made by Caldwell & seconded by Osby.
d. Board Discussion followed:
i. Board member Osby shared that he thought this would be huge for bigger events in larger parks, and liked the idea of food trucks as well (Chair Humphrey agreed). Osby continued by sharing that he felt that the food trucks for Newton Fest should be in Maytag Park.
ii. Melanie Humphrey stated that it sounds like staff has put a lot of thought into this already.
iii. Board member Caldwell wanted to verify that this proposal would not have the City getting a new liquor license, asked whether this would add liability to the City, and didn’t want it to negatively impact the Police Dept.
iv. Jeff Osby inquired about Westwood and food trucks, to which Brian Laube responded that staff would love to have food trucks at Westwood from time to time, but they would not be allowed to sell liquor as that is done by the golf course itself.
e. Following the end of board discussion, Clinton Webster, owner of Baqara Coliseum in Newton, shared the following:
i. He holds two liquor licenses – one in Jasper County and one in Polk County. With these there are state requirements on using them for off-site sales or events. He also stated that there are different requirements for beer, wine, and liquor sales.
ii. He stated that should the City allow this, having an outside license holder run the sales would be best as the dram insurance would fall back on the license holder, which could possibly make the City’s liability less than if they obtained the license.
iii. By allowing sales, the use is better regulated than compared to no sales and people bringing in their own beer.
iv. He shared some observations from recent community events in Ankeny that had the beer sales in a fenced area, and wrist bands were required to buy drink tickets.
v. He agreed that no liquor should be sold, just beer and wine.
f. With no further discussion, the board voted 3-0 on the earlier motion to support allowing alcohol sales at larger events in some City parks. Motion carried.
8) Old Business:
a. Following inquiries by Board member Osby, Brian Laube shared that updates on the Downtown Splash Pad Project and the proposed Westwood Clubhouse will be on the next board meeting agenda.
9) New Business:
a. Board member Osby inquired as to the location of the ice rink this winter, to which Park Ops Supt. Nick Cummins shared that it will be in Maytag Park.
10) Adjourn – motioned by Osby to adjourn, seconded by Caldwell, motion carried 3-0 – meeting adjourned at 6:50 pm
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Park Board Chair – Melanie Humphrey
Park Board Members – Miranda Caldwell, Bryce Heitman, Jeff Osby, & Rachelle Tipton. 
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