
 
 

Historic Preservation Commission 

Meeting Agenda 
 

Monday, March 6, 2023 - 1:00 PM 
 

City Offices (Building 18, Legacy Plaza) - Large Conference Room 
403 W 4th St N, Suite 501 

Newton, IA 50208 
  
 
 
I.  Roll Call 
    
II.  Approval of the Agenda 
    
III.  Certification of Iowa Open Meetings Law 
    
IV.  Review of Minutes of Previous Meeting: February 6, 2023 
    
V.  Selection of Officers 
    
VI.  Items from City Staff 
    
  1.  CLG 2022 Annual Report- Submitted 
      
  2.  Commissioner Vacancy 
      
  3.  Historic Properties Redevelopment Update 
      
VII.  Items from Commission 
    
VIII.  Items from Citizens 
    
IX.  Communications from the State Historic Preservation Office and/or the Department of 

Cultural Affairs 
    
X.  Adjourn 
    

 
 
 

Chair: Larry Hurto; Members: Tanya Michener, Mike Sell, Rita Reinheimer, Vacancy 



Minutes of Meeting
Newton Historic Preservation Commission

Community Development/Community Services/Public Works
Large Conference Room

403 West 4th Street North, Suite 501
Newton, IA 50208

February 6, 2023

ROLL CALL: 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Hurto, Reinheimer, Sell

STAFF AND OTHERS PRESENT: Erin Chambers, Community Development Director
Erin Yeager, Newton Main Street

Chair Hurto called the meeting to order at 1:00pm. Chambers took roll. 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, Chair Larry Hurto questioned if there was anyone 
present that may require special assistance in being able to participate in this public meeting. There was no 
response.

Approval of Agenda. Motion by Reinheimer, seconded by Sell to approve agenda for the current 
meeting. Voice Vote: 3-0, approved.

Certification of Iowa Open Meetings Law: Chambers confirms.

Approval of the Previous Meeting Minutes of December 5, 2022. Motion by Sell, seconded by 
Reinheimer. Voice Vote:  3-0, approved.

Items from City Staff.
1. Commissioner Vacancy. Chambers asked commissioners for any ideas or suggestions on names.

2. 2022 CLG Annual Report. Chambers reported working on report but will need Hurto to speak to 

Council. Discussion followed on education requirement opportunities. 

Items from Commission
• Individual Commissioner Reports.

1. Sell. Reported on the feedback given from visitors to his business including positive 

comments about the square revitalization. Shared how he interacted with customers and 

tries to positively promote all downtown businesses.

2. Reinheimer. 

i. Reported she completed a History 101: Frank Lloyd Wright session in January 

which told the story of the Frank Lloyd Wright’s first Usonian home in Iowa, the 

Lowell and Agnes Walters House at Cedar Rock. The session detailed the purpose 

and features of the homes.

ii. She reported she purchased the book This American House by Loper and 

Schreiber. 
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iii. Detailed info from Dirty jobs tv episode on making McShane bells which are the 

same as Jasper Co. Courthouse’s bells. 

3. Hurto. 

i. Relayed City Council Member Hallam’s question as to what can be done to restore 

the Maytag caretaker’s house. As part of Maytag Park, the house is listed on the 

National Register of Historic Places. Chambers reviewed status of caretaker’s 

house. 

ii. Reported that the Franklin Hotel in Strawberry Point being for sale. 

iii. Reported that he provided research on 737 North 3rd Avenue East (the old M. & St. 

L. depot) owned by Pam House.

iv. Reviewed information from The Gazette, Cedar Rapids, IA, February 1, 2023:  

Matyk Building being for sale in Cedar Rapids.  The 1893 building is located in 

Cedar Rapids’ NewBo District and has been renovated into a restaurant.

.
Items from Citizens. 

• Erin Yeager. Reported that the Historic Utility Box Wraps have been getting national exposure via 

facebook and she has had inquiries about Newton’s progress.

Communication from State Historic Preservation Office and/or Department of Cultural Affairs.
• Hurto directed commissioners to review the attachments in the packet.

Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 1:43pm. Motioned by Reinheimer, seconded by Sell, 
Approved 3-0. 
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