
 
 

Historic Preservation Commission 

Meeting Agenda 
 

Monday, April 3, 2023 - 1:00 PM 
 

City Offices (Building 18, Legacy Plaza) - Large Conference Room 
403 W 4th St N, Suite 501 

Newton, IA 50208 
  
 
 
I.  Roll Call 
    
II.  Review of Minutes of Previous Meeting: March 6, 2023 
    
III.  Approval of the Agenda 
    
IV.  Certification of Iowa Open Meetings Law 
    
V.  Selection of Officers 
    
VI.  Items from City Staff 
    
  1.  Commissioner Vacancy- Candidate Requirements 
      
VII.  Items from Commission 
    
VIII.  Items from Citizens 
    
IX.  Communications from the State Historic Preservation Office and/or the Department of 

Cultural Affairs 
    
X.  Adjourn 
    

 
 
 

Chair: Larry Hurto; Vice Chair: Vacancy; Members: Tanya Michener, Mike Sell, Rita Reinheimer 



Minutes of Meeting
Newton Historic Preservation Commission

Community Development/Community Services/Public Works
Large Conference Room

403 West 4th Street North, Suite 501
Newton, IA 50208

March 6, 2023

ROLL CALL: 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Hurto, Reinheimer, Michener

STAFF AND OTHERS PRESENT: Erin Chambers, Community Development Director
Erin Yeager, Newton Main Street Executive Director

Chair Hurto called the meeting to order at 1:00pm. Chambers took roll. 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, Chair Larry Hurto questioned if there was anyone 
present that may require special assistance in being able to participate in this public meeting. There was no 
response.

Approval of Agenda. Motion by Michener, seconded by Reinheimer to approve agenda for the current 
meeting. Voice Vote: 3-0, approved.

Certification of Iowa Open Meetings Law: Chambers confirms.

Approval of the Previous Meeting Minutes of February 6, 2023. Motion by Reinheimer, seconded by 
Michener. Voice Vote:  3-0, approved.

Selection of Officers.  Michener nominated Hurto as chair. Seconded by Reinheimer. Michener stated she 
was willing to serve as vice chair but has a conflict with her work occasionally, consensus to wait on vice 
chair until April meeting.

Items from City Staff.
1. CLG 2022 Annual Report. Submitted. Chambers passed around hard copy of final report and stated 

this submittal keeps commission in good CLG standing.
2. Commissioner Vacancy. Discussed residency requirements of the 50208 zip code. Mrs. Schwaller, 

a downtown property owner, was mentioned.
3. Historic Properties Redevelopment Update. Chambers gave update on the Lederman Building and 

its D.T. Grant; Legacy Plaza’s Buildings 1, 2, 16; listing of The Least of Saints for sale; and the 
opening of April’s Diner and Sned and Wilma’s.

Items from Commission
• Individual Commissioner Reports.

1. Hurto. 
i. Reported he delivered the Commission’s Annual Report to the Newton City Council and 

received positive feedback; 
ii. Reported Las Vegas couple to renovate historic Hotel Osceola and April’s Diner owner 

Darin Leonard looking for historic photos and local photographers for décor. 
iii. Hurto also reported that his article, “Charles Seeberger, Hardware Merchant,” will be 

published in next issue of Jasper County Living magazine and Hurto will be publishing 
all articles since 2017 into book form. 
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iv. Reminded that March is Iowa History Month and that Mary Bennett of SHSI retired last 
month. She has published multiple books on Iowa’s history.

2. Reinheimer. Nothing to report.

3. Michener. Asked about contributing plaque project status. Hurto reported he has a couple in the 
works.

Items from Citizens. 
• Erin Yeager. 

1. Reported Re/Max building sold and looking at rehab and trying to find new awning company. 
2. Reported the bands are selected for Bike Night.
3. Updated the following events: Farmer’s Market, Vendor Fair, Shop Hop to Downtown, Tour for 

Newton, deck of cards project and March 24th’s National Main Street Conference. 

Communication from State Historic Preservation Office and/or Department of Cultural Affairs.
• Chambers. Noted Preservation at its Best Nominations.

Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 1:48pm. Motioned by Michener, seconded by Reinheimer, 
Approved 3-0. 
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