
 
 

Historic Preservation Commission 

Meeting Agenda 
 

Monday, August 7, 2023 - 1:00 PM 
 

City Offices (Building 18, Legacy Plaza) - Large Conference Room 
403 W 4th St N, Suite 501 

Newton, IA 50208 
  
 
 
I.  Roll Call 
    
II.  Review of Minutes of Previous Meeting: 6-5-2023 
    
III.  Approval of the Agenda 
    
IV.  Certification of Iowa Open Meetings Law 
    
V.  Items from City Staff 
    
VI.  Items from Commission 
    
VII.  Items from Citizens 
    
VIII.  Communications from the State Historic Preservation Office, IEDA, and/or the Department of 

Cultural Affairs 
    
IX.  Adjourn 
    

 
 
 

Chair: Larry Hurto; Vice Chair: Mike Sell; Members: Tanya Michener, Rita Reinheimer, Vacancy 



 

 
 
 

  
Minutes of Meeting 

Newton Historic Preservation Commission 
Community Development/Community Services/Public Works 

Large Conference Room 
403 West 4

th
 Street North, Suite 501 

Newton, IA 50208 
 

June 5, 2023 
 
ROLL CALL  
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Hurto, Sell, Reinheimer, Michener 
 
STAFF AND OTHERS PRESENT:   Craig Armstrong, City Staff 
  Erin Yeager, Newton Main Street Executive Director 
   
   
Chair Hurto called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm. Armstrong took roll.  
   
    
Approval of the Previous Meeting Minutes of April 3, 2023. Motion by Sell, seconded by Michener. 
Voice Vote:  4-0, approved. 

 
Approval of Agenda. Motion by Reinheimer, seconded by Sell to approve Agenda for the current 
meeting. Voice Vote: 4-0, approved. 
 
Certification of Iowa Open Meetings Law: Armstrong confirms. 
 
Items from City Staff. 

1. Armstrong noted that the Newton Farmer’s Market begins on Tuesday, June 6, 4:00 to 6:00 pm, 

and runs through the last Tuesday of September. 

2. Armstrong stated that Newton Fest begins on Thursday, June 8 and continues through Saturday, 

June 10.  All events are listed on the website, www.newtonfest.org.   

3. Armstrong also noted that the 2
nd

 annual Christian Music Concert, “Fierce Faith Music Fest”, would 

be held on the Legacy Plaza green space on Saturday, June 17
th
.  Gates 4:00 pm, Concert 5:00. 

Items from Commission 

 Individual Commissioner Reports. 
1. Reinheimer. Noted that the Newton Main Street Design Committee was still in need of c. 20 historic 

photos to complete the “deck of cards” fundraiser project. 

2. Michener. Just returned from a trip to Washington, DC and stayed in historic Alexandria, VA. 

3. Sell. Reported that he moved the NDN archives to the storage room behind Farmhouse Creations.  

The articles include a treasure trove of photographic negatives, organized by year and week, and 

large leather binders containing archived copies of the newspaper over the years. 

4. Hurto.  Reported that on May 19
th
, Todd Magel of KCCI-TV did a story about workers in Manning 

put a thatch roof on a 1660 hausbarn that had been shipped from Germany.  The link to the story 

may be found here:  https://www.kcci.com/article/iowa-history-workers-put-thatch-roof-on-350-year-

http://www.newtonfest.org/
https://www.kcci.com/article/iowa-history-workers-put-thatch-roof-on-350-year-ld-hausbarn-shipped-from-germany/43934031
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ld-hausbarn-shipped-from-germany/43934031  Hurto stated that Manning is a very active Main 

Street community that has done much over a period of years to preserve and restore historic 

building properties in their town.  Hurto also noted that the former Maid Rite restaurant had closed. 

Items from Citizens.  

 Erin Yeager.  
1. Shared that Friday, June 9 was the first of three “Thunder Nights” events in 2023 on the 

Courthouse Square. 
2. Reported that Council would be approving two downtown improvement grants in their June 5

th
 

meeting. 
3. Shared that she has a potential prospect from Ottumwa for the Lemon Tree Teahouse 

property. 
4. Reported that the RAGBRAI Pre-Ride Group would be in Newton for inspections and lunch on 

Thursday, June 8. 
5. Stated that the owner of the former Maid Rite restaurant had closed abruptly on Friday 

afternoon, June 2, and that the employees were let go. 
 

Communication from State Historic Preservation Office and/or Department of Cultural Affairs. Hurto 
encouraged the commissioner to read all of the emails received from SHPO, IEDA and the Department of 
Cultural Affairs. 

Adjournment. It was suggested by Sell and Michener that the July HPC meeting be combined with the 
Monday, August 7

th
 HPC meeting.  Hurto asked for consensus and there were no objections. The meeting 

was then adjourned at 1:52 pm. Motioned by Michener, seconded by Sell, Approved 4-0.  
  

https://www.kcci.com/article/iowa-history-workers-put-thatch-roof-on-350-year-ld-hausbarn-shipped-from-germany/43934031
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