
 
 

Downtown Grant Review Board 

Meeting Agenda 
 

Wednesday, September 27, 2023 - 9:00 AM 
 

City Offices (Building 18, Legacy Plaza) - Large Conference Room 
403 W 4th St N, Suite 501 

Newton, IA 50208 
  
 
 
I.  Roll Call 
    
II.  Review of Minutes of Previous Meeting: 8-17-2023 
    
III.  Downtown Improvement Grant: 309 1st Avenue West, Painting and Facade Rehabilitation 
    
IV.  Downtown Improvement Grant: 114 East 2nd Street South, Facade Rehabilitation 
    
V.  Adjourn 
    

 
 
 

Members: Mike Sell, Fred Chabot, Corrine Coyle, Don Poynter, Rita Reinheimer, Marilyn Terlouw, 
Bonnie Terpstra 
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Minutes of Meeting
Downtown Grant Review Board 

Community Development/Community Services/Public Works Large Conference Room
401 West 4th Street North, Building 18, Suite 501

Newton, Iowa 50208

August 17, 2023

ROLL CALL: Board members present: Coyle, Poynter, Reinheimer, Terlouw, Terpstra

Board members absent: Sell, Chabot

STAFF PRESENT: Erin Chambers, Director of Community Development
Erin Yeager, Newton Main Street

OTHERS PRESENT:

A quorum being present, the meeting was called to order at 9:03 AM by Chair Coyle

Minutes of the Previous Meeting.  Minutes of the previous meeting for May 25, 2023 were reviewed and approved.  
Motion by Terlouw, seconded by Poynter; unanimous approval. 

Downtown Improvement Grant Request: 309 1st Avenue West Sign and Façade Rehabilitation

Staff reviewed the staff report for the proposed project consisting of a new sign, siding repairs to the west and south 
side of the building, and new deck on the southside.  The recommended grant amounts from staff were as follows:  
$374.50 for sign program area, $775.67 in façade rehabilitation program area (west side), and $5,000 in façade 
rehabilitation program area (southside).  The total recommended grant amount was $6,150.17.

Terlouw asked about the specifics on the rules regarding the “per-side” amount on the façade program area of the 
grant. Staff explained the program rules.  Terpstra asked about the proposed business.  Staff stated the business is Betty 
J’s Mercantile.  The business is being moved from Ottumwa, Iowa.  

Motion by Terpstra, seconded by Reinheimer to approve a total grant of $6,150.17 for the signage and façade 
rehabilitations, provided a 1:1 match is met for each program area.  Unanimous Approval, 5-0.

Downtown Improvement Housing Grant: 309 1st Avenue West

Staff reviewed the staff report for the proposal to add a laundry room and kitchen into the structure to establish the 
building as a live-work establishment.  The applicant provided information regarding expenses for the kitchen and 
laundry room remodel, which allows for the establishment of a residence at the property once again.  Total project costs 
are estimated to be $94,688.92.  The Downtown Housing Grant Program provides a 1:1 matching grant up to a 
maximum of $20,000.

There was discussion about the location of the kitchen within the structure.  It will be located on the main floor.  There 
was discussion about the Downtown Housing Grant program.  The program is not specific to 2nd story housing- it is for 
the renovation of housing in the program district.  There was discussion about the storefront requirements in the 
downtown square area per zoning.

Motion by Terlouw, seconded by Tersptra to approve a Downtown Housing Grant up to $20,000, provided a 1:1 match is 
met.  Unanimous Approval, 5-0.

Adjournment.  Meeting adjourned at 9:32 AM; motion by Poynter, seconded by Reinheimer, unanimous approval.



                   

Downtown Grant Review Board - Staff Report

Location: 309 1st Avenue West

Applicant: Carl Hentsch

Owner: Same

Program Area: Downtown Improvement Grant: Façade Rehabilitation and Painting 
Program Areas

Proposal: The applicant proposes an exterior painting project, new shutters, and a 
new front door (regular door and storm door).

Project specifics:
• Paint includes white and brown exterior paint.  The foundation will be painted 

to match front door and shutters.  The dormers will be painted white.
• Shutters are 18” Federal Brown Vinyl Raised Shutter (Menards image to right)
• Front Door- special order woodgrain fiberglass with glass insert, dark brown 

sable color (No image available, custom design) 



Building Background: The residence is considered a contributing resource to the Newton 
Downtown Historic District.  Fire insurance maps indicate that the house at 309 1st Ave. W. was 
constructed between 1900 and 1906 on a site occupied by a residence dating to the 1880s.  

The house was the home to two of Newton’s doctors, Dr. C.C. Smead in the 1910s and Dr. Leslie 
L. Smead in late 1930-1950s.  For a brief period in the early-1930’s  a business known as Bert 
Simmons Garage was listed on the property.

In 1988, Ben Clayton and Jim Cleverly obtained the house and had the interior remodeled for their 
law office.  The house served as a law office for several years

Past Approved Façade Grants: At the grant board’s meeting on August 17th, the following 
façade grants were previously approved and should be considered when reviewing new grant 
requests.

Summary of Proposed Work Costs:  The following table summarizes the new grant requests 
per program area.  Please note, on the painting request, staff has included all paint and products 
(including disposable drop cloths, roller cover, paint pail liners) necessary to complete the 
painting project.  Staff has excluded tools from the calculation, since these are not items that are 
permanent to the building and can be used for future projects.  These excluded tools include: 
gallon grid, putty knives, multi-too, handy pail, roller frames.  This would be consistent with the 
board’s decision on non-permanent “equipment.”  However, the board is welcome to make a 
determination differently from City Staff.

Grant Recommendation:

Staff recommends approval of the reimbursement grant for 309 1st Avenue West for Exterior Paint 
and Façade Improvements in a total amount of $5,880.90.

All grants are a reimbursement of completed work.

Proposed Project Project Area Estimated cost 1:1 Match Amount Maximum Allowed Recommended Grant
New Sign Sign or Sign Removal $749.00 $374.50 $750.00 $374.50
Siding Repair- West Side Façade Rehab $1,551.34 $775.67 $5,000 $775.67
Siding Repair and Deck- South Side Façade Rehab $11,395.34 $5,697.67 $5,000 $5,000

$6,150.17

Proposed Project Project Area Applicant Estimate Eligible Costs 1:1 Match Amount Maximum Allowed Previous Award Recommended Grant
Exterior Painting Paint 1,757.28 1,652.82 826.41 1,500.00 0.00 826.41
North Side Façade- Shutters, Front Door Façade Rehab 6,509.86 6,509.86 3,254.93 5,000.00 0.00 3,254.93
West Side Façade- Shutters Façade Rehab 1,438.04 1,438.04 719.02 5,000.00 775.67 719.02
East Side Façade- Shutters Façade Rehab 2,161.07 2,161.07 1,080.54 5,000.00 0.00 1,080.54

5,880.90



































                   

Downtown Grant Review Board - Staff Report

Location: 114 East 2nd Street South

Applicant: Josh Ryther

Owner: 212 South 2nd LLC (Josh Ryther, Richard Bates)

Program Area: Façade Removal & Downtown Façade Rehabilitation

Proposal: The applicant proposes a façade rehabilitation to the multi-tenant property at 114 East 
2nd Street South (Across the street and to the north of the Post Office).

Building Background: The subject property is located within the Downtown District Grant 
Program eligibility boundaries.  That said, it is not located within the Historic District. Therefore 
the Downtown Historic District Design Guidelines do not apply. 

The subject building has a significant visual impact to Newton’s Downtown area and the 
commercial corridor that exists along South 2nd Avenue East and West.  With its prominent 
location north of the Post Office and along a recently reconstructed roadway (with streetscape 
improvements), this building’s rehabilitation is significant.

Summary of Proposed Work Costs:  The applicant proposes removal of the clay tile façade, 
which is crumbling.  Then, a gray stucco finish will be applied to the building’s exterior.  The 
work will provide a refreshed and professional look for the building.  This is the first phase of a 
grander, contemplated rehabilitation project which may include the parking lot and landscaping at 
a future date.



The property owner has received a quote from Sanchez Stucco for the clay block removal and 
installation of new stucco.

Grant Recommendation:

Staff recommends approval of the downtown façade grant for 114 East 2nd Street South in a total 
amount of $ 25,000.00 for façade removal and façade rehabilitation.  All grants are a 
reimbursement of completed work.

Proposed Project Project Area Estimated cost 1:1 Match Amount Maximum Allowed Recommended Grant
Façade Removal- 4 sides Façade Removal $10,000.00 $5,000.00 2,000 per side $5,000.00
Stucco- Labor & Materials 4 sides Façade Rehab $47,000.00 $23,500.00 5,000 per side $20,000.00

$25,000












	 Meeting Items
	I. Roll Call
	II. Review of Minutes of Previous Meeting: 8-17-2023
	Board Minutes 8-17-2023

	III. Downtown Improvement Grant: 309 1st Avenue West, P
	Staff Report- 309 1st Ave W - Facade & Paint (door, shutters, painting)
	doc26507020230922123218

	IV. Downtown Improvement Grant: 114 East 2nd Street So
	Staff Report- 114 E 2nd ST S Facade
	doc26507720230922131413

	V. Adjourn


